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UK General Election 2017



 

On Thursday 8th June 2017, a general election will take place in the 
UK.

A general election allows people in the UK to vote to choose 
their government.
Elections give people a chance to make decisions about how their 
country 
is run.

When Is the General Election?

A ‘snap general election’ is an election that has 
been called earlier than expected. By law, the 
UK has a general election every 5 years. The last 
was in 2015, so the UK was not expected to have 
another election until 2020.



 

Britain's three biggest political parties for many years have been:

Who Can We Vote For?

Normally, the largest political parties will be represented by a 
candidate in most constituencies across the country. There are 
several smaller political parties too, who may put forward candidates 
for election. 

The Conservative 
Party

The Labour Party The Liberal 
Democrats

Candidates who don't belong to a 
political 
party are called 'independent‘ 
candidates.



 

UK political parties and their leaders:

Who Can We Vote For?

The Labour Party – Jeremy Corbyn
The Conservative Party – Theresa May
The Liberal Democrats – Tim Farron
UKIP – Paul Nuttall
SNP – Nicola Sturgeon
Plaid Cymru – Leanne Wood
Democratic Unionist Party – Nigel Dodds
Sinn Féin – Michelle O’Neill
The Green Party – Caroline Lucas and Jonathan Bartley
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Countdown to the Election: 

2nd May 2017: This is 25 working days prior to the election. On this day, 
Parliament will be dissolved. All of the current Members of Parliament 
(MPs) will have to reapply, as a candidate, to be voted in by their 
local constituents.
This is also the start of the ‘short campaign’. Political parties in local 
constituencies will campaign to get people to vote for their local 
candidate. They have strict limits on the amount of money they can 
spend on campaigning.

12th May 2017: All of the candidates who would like to 
be voted in to become an MP within the 650 
constituencies in the UK will be named. Not all political 
parties are represented in each constituency, so the UK 
public will now be able to see precisely who they can 
vote for in their 
local election.

Dissolving Parliament and Selecting Candidates



 

General elections in the UK are made up of 
650 constituency, or local, elections that 
take place on a single day across England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

The Constituencies and Their Role 
in the Election

Each constituency has several candidates, 
most of whom represent a political party. 
Those who do not represent a party 
campaign as an ‘independent’ candidate.

Every eligible resident within a 
constituency can vote for one of their 
local candidates. Voting for a 
candidate ultimately shows a person’s 
support for the political party which the 
candidate represents.



 

The Constituencies and Their Role 
in the Election

The candidate with the most votes in 
each constituency becomes an MP. 
They win a seat, representing the 
political party that they belong to, in 
the House of Commons. The 2015 UK 
Constituency results map shows which 
party won which constituency.

2015 UK Constituency Results



 

Who Can Vote?

To vote in a general election, you must:
•be registered to vote;
•be 18 or over on the day of the election (‘polling day’);
•be a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen;
•be resident at an address in the UK (or a British citizen living abroad 
who has been registered to vote in the UK in the last 15 years);
•not be legally excluded from voting.



 

How Do You Vote?
If you are registered to vote, your name and 
address will appear on the electoral register. 
A polling card will be sent to your address 
before the general election. A polling card 
includes your elector number and will tell you 
where you can vote. You can vote:
•in person at a polling station;
•by post;
•by proxy (having someone else cast your 
vote for you).

At the polling station:
Give your name and address to the staff in the 
polling station. You’ll be given a ballot paper 
containing a list of the options you can vote for.
You will then vote privately – usually in a 
curtained booth.



 

What Is a Ballot Paper?
The ballot paper lists the candidates you may vote for, with a box next 
to each name.

To vote for a candidate, you 
must put a cross in the box 
next to one name only and 
put your ballot paper into a 
sealed box.

You cannot vote for more 
than one person.



 

How Do You Vote?
You vote directly for a candidate in your constituency. The candidate 
with the most votes in your constituency becomes your MP. This is 
called the ‘first past the post’ system. 

If your ballot paper is marked in any other way, it is considered a 
‘spoiled vote’ and therefore will not be counted.



 

What If You Aren’t Sure Who to 
Vote For?

Choosing who to vote for is an important decision, but also an 
essential part of living in a democratic society.
Before voting, it is a good idea to do a bit of research. Even if you only 
use a political calculator online, it’s a good idea to try to make your 
vote an informed one.



 

What If You Aren’t Sure Who to 
Vote For?

But what if you don’t agree with any of the parties?
Sometimes there may not be any candidates or parties that you feel 
represent your views. In this case you have two options:
•Vote for the party that most closely represents your views.
•Spoil your ballot and write ‘NONE’ across it as a sign of protest.

If your ballot paper is marked in any way other than a 
clear x or tick, it is known as spoiled. Your vote would 
be invalid and not counted, but if it is marked clearly 
with ‘NONE’, it will be clear that your intention is to 
protest. If enough people do this, it may help 
encourage political change. 
A spoiled ballot may not be the best option, but it is 
much better than not voting at all!



 

How Do the Votes Create a 
New Government?

If one party is able to lead the voting in more than half of the 650 
constituency elections – and therefore over half of the seats in the 
House of Commons (326) –  then its leader gets to become prime 
minister. A government is then formed by the prime minister. 

All other parties that won seats in their constituency elections 
become the opposition. The party that wins the second largest 
number of seats becomes the main opposition party.



 

How Do the Votes Create a 
New Government?

If no party is able to win more than half of the seats in the House of 
Commons, then the result is a ‘hung parliament’.
This happened in the 2010 General Election.  As such, a coalition 
government was formed by the Conservatives and the Liberal 
Democrats. Between the two parties, they had enough votes for a 
majority.

Sometimes, the party with the largest number of votes still takes control 
as a minority government for a short while, until a coalition or another 
election can be arranged.



 

It is hoped that all of these ways of 
advertising and promoting their 
party will mean that eligible voters 
will vote for their party.

Countdown to the Election: 
Campaigning

Leaflets from different political parties outlining their main aims, or 
policies, for the country will be posted. Many people place posters 
of the party that they support in their house and car windows. 
In addition, ‘battle buses’ will travel up and down the country with 
the main leaders of the political parties on-board. They will stop in 
towns and cities to make speeches and meet local people. 
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Countdown to the Election: 
From the Polls to the Final Count

Midnight on 22nd May is the deadline to register to vote in 2017.
On 8th June 2017, polling stations across the country will open from 
7am to 10pm, so that those who are eligible to vote can do so.
Voting finishes at 10pm on election day and the ballot boxes are 
brought to a central counting centre for each constituency. 

The counting of the votes takes place 
overnight. On 9th June 2017, it is 
expected that we will find out which 
party has been successful in their 
campaign and who will therefore 
become the UK Prime Minister.



 

Do I Have to Vote?
• Voting in any election is not compulsory.
• Some people choose not to vote, for any 

number of reasons.
• Others believe that everyone should vote. 

In the past, people fought passionately for 
everyone to have the right to vote.

Who would you vote for?


